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MRS. NEWMAN TO J. H. N.
February 17,1826.
As you are to consider this a birthday letter, I must not omit begging you to accept the kindest wishes that a mother can offer to a son who has ever been her greatest consolation in affliction, and a comfort and delight at all times and in aU situations. We are daily receiving great instruction and advantage, I trust, from the course of sermons you last sent ns. We all agreed that a week was much too long to wait between each; and when we have read these repeatedly I hope you will let us have some more.
Again (March 6):
1 assure you your sermons are a real comfort and delight
{                             to me.    They are what I think sermons ought to be—to en-
lighten, to correct, to support, and to strengthen.   It is, my ^                             dear, a great gift to see so clearly the truths of religion ; still
\l                             more to be able to impart the knowledge to others.  You mil,,
I''                           1 am sure, duly appreciate the treasure, and make it valuable
jj'                            to many besides yourself.
V;                                 These tender and happy mother's letters are given for a,
fj" *                          purpose which the reader will understand as time advances.
^/f                            Even BOW their tone is too confiding to be allowed to pass
\&;                          without some touch of warning.
flJ}                                                         To HIS MOTHER.
f^;f                                    I feel pleased you like my sermons.    I am sure I need not
?4/                          caution, you against taking anything I say on trust.   Do not
|4^                          be run away with by any opinion of mine.   I have seen cause
ffj ' '                         to change my mind in some respects, and I may change again,
W-;                          ] Htjo I know very little about anything, though I often think
|//                           I know a great deal.
&ffv                              I have a great  undertaking before me in the tutorship
§'\                          hero.    1 trust God may give me grace to undertake it in a
{>                          proper .spirit, and to keep steadily in view that I have set my
f^l                         Kelt'  apart  for  His  service  for  ever.    There is always ths
Jfk'f                        ilander of the love of literary pursuits assuming too prominent
a plaeo in the thoughts of a college tutor, or his viewing hi? situation merely as a secular office—a means of a future pro vision when he leaves college.«€1    I"**   .   *4|<t    »l*
